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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's Request for Continued Examination (RCE )and response to the office 
action of 10/02/08 is acknowledged on 10/23/08. After careful examination of the 
specification and Applicant's claims, it is noted that the independent claims fail to 
comply with the written description requirement and the following rejection is 
provided below. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "said second 
coplanar foot support member to not be adjacent said first coplanar foot support 
member" as recited in claims 9 and 17 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from 
the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
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of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract needs to be on 
a separate sheet by itself. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 9-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. In claims 9 and 17 the expression "means for 
biasing said second coplanar foot support member to be adjacent said first coplanar 
foot support member, absent an externally applied force causing said second coplanar 
foot support member to not be adjacent said first coplanar foot support member" is 
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recited. However, this recitation is not supported by Applicant's instant specification. For 
example, in Applicant's instant specification, on page 3 paragraph 15 and in the abstract 
the opposite is stated. The specification discloses that absence of an externally applied 
force, the two platforms are to be adjacent. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 9-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Since the expression "means for biasing said second 
coplanar foot support member to be adjacent said first coplanar foot support member, 
absent an externally applied force causing said second coplanar foot support member 
to not be adjacent said first coplanar foot support member" recited in claims 9 and 17 
is not supported by Applicant's specification, it is not clear from Applicant's disclosure 
how the supports could not be adjacent to each other as claimed. 

AS BEST UNDERSTOOD THE CLAIMS ARE REJECTED BELOW. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 9, 10, 12, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hsieh (US Patent No. 6,280,366). 

Hsieh discloses a platform (1 ), a first coplanar foot support member that is fixed 
(see left element 2 to be fixed between elements 15 and 16 as shown on Figs. 2 and 
6B), a second coplanar foot support member (right side element 2 as shown in Fig. 6B), 
means for biasing (23), sliding means (111), elasticized biasing means (in column 2 line 
24 it is disclosed that element 23 is an elastic rope), and the combination of roller 21 
and track 1 1 1 is considered as roller track assembly. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hsieh in 
view of Rodibaugh (US Patent No. 5,224,913). 

Hsieh discloses the invention as recited above but fails to teach if the biasing 
means could be a spring. The use of a biasing means as a spring is old and Rodibaugh 
is one reference that teach such type of biasing means (16). It would have been obvious 
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to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the Hsieh device by replacing the biasing 
means with a spring in order to reduce the manufacturing cost of the device. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 9-19 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. After careful review of the application 
and claims, the allowable subject matter of claims 14-16 is withdrawn since the 
expression "means for biasing said second coplanarfoot support member to be 
adjacent said first coplanar foot support member, absent an externally applied force 
causing said second coplanar foot support member to not be adjacent said first 
coplanar foot support member" recited in claims 9 and 17 is not supported by 
Applicant's specification (see rejections above). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nini Legesse whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4412. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 AM - 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene Kim can be reached on (571) 272-4463. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Nini Legesse/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 371 1 



